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AVING lately read over 

your two Letters to a Friend 

in vindication of Human Na. 

ture, againſt Robert Barclay. 

| and the Quakers ; and having, 

as J conceive, therein diſcoyer'd ſome Miſ- 

takes and wrong Reaſonings, together 
with ſomething of Partiality and Unfair- a 
neſs inconſiſtent with your general Cha» | 

racter and uſual W in other matters; 2 


Ty - 
I thought my ſelf hereupon authoriz d to 
write to you in this publick manner. 
WHATEVER different Opinions 
and Parties Men may run into, and divide 
upon, concerning Faith and Divine Wor- 
ſhip, I think tis generally agreed, that 
| Impartiality is a common Principle of 
3 Reaſon and Religion: and therefore who- if 
: Wy ever ſets himſelf up as a Reformer of 
3 Mens Minds and Morals, ought to main- 
[ tain his Character clear in this, and to 
| | make it appear that he loves and ſeeks 
Truth only for its own ſake ; that he has 
3 no. Prejudice or Party- biaſs; and conſe- 
| quently, that in any uſeful point of Specu- 
=. lation or Practice, he is fairly and equitably 
- _ diſpoſed to cenſure and blame all Parties 
alike; that are equally and alike miſtaken 
| or guilty. He who in his endeayours to 
ſettle Truth and reform the Manners of 
Men, ſhall fail in his regard to this Princi- 
N ple, will be ſure to loſe his Aim; becauſe 
| he evidently makes himſelf a Party-man, 
and thereby ſhews, that how great ſo- 
ever his natural Abilities may be, he is 
not in a moral Senſe an upright, and 
therefore not a capable Judge. 8 85 
THE Doctrine of Man's moral Im- 
potency ſince the Fall, and the neceſſity 
of the ſupernatural Influence, Aid, or 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit in order to 
Salvation, has been all along the San | 
rin- 


— Y 


| evidently founded upon this Prin- 
ciple, and without which the Church by 
any publick authentick Act has never 
yet declar'd her Senſe about Religion at 
all. Nay, the Calviniſts carry this · mat- 
ter infinitely beyond Barclay and his Ad- 
herents, by not only aſſerting the ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, 
but confining it to a particular and yer 

ſmall Number, while all the reſt of Man- 
kind are precluded the Benefit, and ſhut 
out by an eternal, abſolute, and irrever- 
ſible Decree of Reprobation, or which is 


much the ſame thing, of Non-Election- 
whereas Mr. Barclay, tho he ſuppoſes the 


neceſſity of ſuch a ſupernatural Aid or 
Aſſiſtance from the Spirit of God, yet 
he leaves the Benefit of it free and 
open to every Man who will accept it, 
which he ſuppoſes in every Man's Power, 


and that none are excluded but ſuch as 


wilfully exclude themſelves. And this is 
no more than what even the Arminiaus 
of your own, and all other Proteſtant 
Churches, have ever ſuppoſed and main- 


_ rain'd. 


NOW this being plainly the Caſe; | 
ſuppoſing the Dodtrine you argue againſt 
to be ever fo falſe, abſurd, or miſchievous, 
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Principle of Proteſtants, and particularly j 
of the Proteſtant Calviniſtical Church of | 
England; whole doctrinal Articles are 
mol 
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is wonderful methinke TE you ſhould 


come ro fix it as a peculiar Charge upon 


Barclay and his Adherents, as if that Par- 


ty had been the only, or at leaſt the prin- 


cipal Perſons concerned. Why had not 
the Argument of theſe Letters been hum- 


: _ bly offered to the Conſideration of all Pro- 
teſtants, and particularly to the Proteſtant 
Calviniſtical Church of England, as well 


as to the People call'd Quakers, who cer- 
tainly are not more concern'd in it than 
other People ? For my own part, I muſt 


needs ſay that this Peculiarity looks to me 
ſomewhat like Prejudice, and favours a 


little roo much of the Spirit of Party, 
which I am ſure is not the Spirit of God. 
I muſt leave you to give your Reaſons for 
this Partiality at your leiſure ; and in the 
mean while others will gueſs at them as 


they are diſpaſed. But the Publick will 


doubtleſs be inquiſitive to know, how 
you ſhould come about to be ſo much 


more humble and ſubmiſſive to your Ad- 
verfaries than to your Friends; and per- 
haps the People on whom you would fix 
a general Doctrine, as a Party-Charge a- 


gainft them, may be apt to imagine that 


ſuch a Conduct does not require any 135 
natural divine Aſſiſtance. | 
BUT if this Doctrine concerning 


Man' s moral Impotence in conſequence of 


the Fall, and the Neceſſity of divine Grace, 
| ES: 1+ af 
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or the Aids and Influences of the Spirit as 
vouchſafed to Man from God for the ſake 


of Jeſus Chriſt, be a Scripture Doctrine 
aſſerted and taught in the New Teſtament, 
in Terms as clear, ſtrong and expreſs as 
thoſe uſed by Mr. Barclay, and the Pro- 
teſtant Divines in general who have gone 
the ſame way: If this, I ſay, ſhould be 


the Caſe, as might eaſily be made appear, 


tis then plain, that this Charge ought to 
have been laid ſomewhere elſe ; and that 
theſe two Letters ſhould in all Right and 
Reaſon have been humbly offered to the 
Conſideration of the People call'd Chr:/- 
t1ans, in vindication of Human Nature, a- 


gainſt 7e ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And 


whereas you will ſay that the Expreſſions 

and Phraſeology of the New Teſtament, 
which ſeem to bear ſtrongly this way, may 
admit of another Senſe, and be capable 
of an Interpretation conſiſtent with the 


Conſtitution of Human Nature, and the 


Reaſon of things; tis eaſy to reply, that 
by the ſame candid Rules of Judgment and 


Interpretation, Mr. Barclay and other 


Proteſtant Divines may be likewiſe under- 
ſtood and clear'd, with Chriſt and the Apo- 
ſtles, without impeaching them under ſo 


weighty a Charge, as contradicting and 


ſubverting the Reaſon of things, and the 


common Principles of human Nature. And 


therefore the Charge which you have in 
appear- 


. 
appearance brought only againſt Barclay, 
muſt ultimately reſt upon the New Teſta- 
ment, or Chriſtianity it ſelf; and what- 
ever you may ſay to bring off the one, 
will at the fame time clear the other alfo, 
ES. your Impeachment to be very | 
unjuſt and ill grounded: For I hope a 
Chriſtian Divine may be allow'd to ſpeak | 
inthe Language and Style of a Book, which 
he takes as the Rule and Standard of his 
Faith and Practice, and may reaſonably . 
claim to be undcrſtood in the fame Senſe, 
and according to the fame Rules of Inter- 
pretation, with the Author of his Faith, 
and the Captain of his Salvation. If you 
could have thewn that Barclay had in- 
troduc'd a new and ſtrange Language dif- 
ferent from the Language and Style of 
Scripture, or that he had underſtood the 
Words and Expreſſions of Scripture in an 
unſcriptural Senſe, that had been doing 
ſomething to the Purpoſe. But inſtead of 
this, to ſtrain his Expreſſions beyond their 
ſcriptural Meaning, or his own Intention, 
in order to fix Conſequences upon him 
which he did not own, and wou'd diſclaim 
as much as you, this I think is a plain in- 
ſtance of Partiality and unfair Dealing: 
and one might undertake at any time, from 
the ſame Principles, and in the ſame way 
| of arguing, to charge the Scripture and 
7 Chriſtianity it ſelf with the ſame je 
® Idles, 
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dities, Inconſiſtencies, and ill Conſequen- 


I HAVE aid thus much without enter- 
ing directly into the Merits of the Caſe, on- 
ly to let you ſee what I thought blame- wor- 
thy in your manner of attacting it. And 
this I apprehended but as doing a piece of 
Juſtice to a Body of Men, who for ought 
I know, or perhaps for any _ that you 
can prove to the contrary, may be as good 
Chriſtians and as good Subjects as any a- 
| mong us. If you, being convinced of 
| this, are either afraid or aſham'd ro own 
it, I am ſorry for it: but if you cannot 
= own it confiſtent with your Principles, I 
think you would do well to publiſh your 
Reaſons. „ 
BU to come to the Point, I muſt own 
that I cannot be at all fatisfy'd from what 
ou have offered, that Barclay, upon his 
1 Prhiciples, mult give up the natural Agency 
of Man, and make him a Patient only, or 
a mere paſſive Recipient, without any ac- 
tive Power at all with reſpect to moral 
ig: Good and Evil, Right and Wrong. *T is 
true, indeed, that Barclays Phraſeology is 
a little peculiar, and ſuch as perhaps you 
and I, in the common Courſe of Conver- 
ſation and Writing, may not have been 
much uſed to; but yet his Language and 
Style comes ſo near to that of Scripture, 
eſpecially St. Paul's, that a Man really 
concerned for Chriſtianity would be ſome- 
= 1 „ Whar 


— 


what tender how he ſhould abſolutely con- 
demn it, or draw ſuch Conſequences from 
it as might poſlibly affect St. Paul and 


our Saviour himſelf as much as Barclay. 
_ BUT I apprehend you have miſtaken 


Mr. Barclay in three very material Points : 


Firſt, with reſpect to the direct, immediate, 


and proper Conſequence of the Fall. Se- 
condly, with reſpect to the preſent State 

of Mankind, as they are conſidered under 
a Law of Grace, and as they are all re- 
deem'd or recover'd from a State of Death 
and Bondage, to a State and Capacity of 
Liberty and Immortality by Jeſus Chriſt. 
And laſtly, with reſpect to the Nature of 
that divine Aid, Aſſiſtance, or Operation 
of the Spirit upon the Mind, which he 


ſuppoſes neceſſary to Salvation, or neceſ- 


ſary to enable Men to the regular, ſteddy 
Practice of Virtue and true Goodneſs. 
Now if you have miſtaken him in every 
one of theſe Points, it is not likely that 
you ſhould do him juſtice with regard to 


the Nature and Conſequences of his 


Scheme. | 
I. WITH regard to the natural, direct, 
and proper Conſequence of the Fall. 
Barclay does indeed ſuppoſe that Man was 
hereby ſubjected to a State of abſolute Bon- 
dage, under the Dominion of the Devil, 
and tne prevailing Impetus of bis own. 
carnal Appetites and ſelfiſh Paſſions. In 
this State of total Vaſlalage and moral 
Iu- 
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Impoten cy, Man could not have obtain d 
the Favour of God, or intitled himſelf to 
Life and Immortality; and conſequently 
muſt have periſhed everlaſtingly with the 
Beaſts, without any poſſibility of a Reſur- 
rection, or any future State of Life and 
Action, This, as I underſtand Barclay, 
was his Notion concerning the direct im- 
mediate Conſequence of the Fall of Man, 
antecedent to the recovering Grace of God, 
vouchſafed to all Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt. 
And this I think is plainly the Scripture 
4 Account of the matter, as T'could abun- 
# dantly prove had I time to enlarge. But 
whether this be the true Senſe of your 
Adverſary or not, thus much you will cer- 
tiainly gain by what I have ſaid, That if 
vou cannot underſtand Barciay's Opinion, 
you will be ſure to underſtand ine. In- 
deed whether this was really and in fact ſo, 
we have no other way to know but by 
Revelation for I ſuppoſe you will not un- 
dertake to prove from the Nature and Rea- 
lon of things, or from your Idea of hy- 
man Nature, that this could not poſſibly 
have been the Caſe. But then, 
* 2. BARCLAYT ſuppoſes that all Man- 
Ekeind, without excepting or exempting any, 
ire the Subjects of that Redemption which 
is by Jeſus Chriſt. All Men are equally put 
under a Law of Grace, in a State of mo- 
ral Government, with ſufficient Means, 
Helps, and Aſſiſtance to obtain the Favour 
= B 2 of 


make a right Uſe of the Talents which 
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of God and eternal Life, if they will 


God has intruſted them with. 

AND here all Men are left to their li- 
berry ro chuſe or refuſe, to accept or not 
accept, to comply with the Rules and 
Meaſures of Virtue and Religion which 
God has ſet them, or not to comply; 
that is, in ſhort, to obtain eternal Life or 
loſe ir, according to the different Uſe they 
make of their own Underſtanding, Liberty, 
and active Powers. This is the Senſe in 
which I always underſtood Mr. Barclay, 


and in which I think any one elſe would 


underſtand him, who has no Intereſt or 
Inclination to miſtake his Meaning. Tis 
true, he had not a ſtrict philoſophical way 
of expreſſing himſelf, and did not obſerve 
the Rules of modern Accuracy and Polite- 
neſs: for he was not writing a Syſtem of 
Philoſophy, but Divinity; and therefore 
might poſſibly think the Language and 
Diction of the New Teſtament upon ſuch 
a Subject, to be as good as any other. By 
the ſame way of Procedure and Rules of 
Interpretation, one might eaſily write a 
Vindication of Human Nature againſt a very 
ſilly Book call'd the Bible: and indeed, 
conſidering the philoſophical Rigour you 
have uſed with Barclay, in ſtraining his 
Expreſſions to a Senſe which 'tis plain he 
never had in his Mind, I think St. Pau! 
and Chriſt himſelf had very good luck to 
GE er eons, eſcape 
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eſcape, better Treatment, which perhaps 
they had no Right to, had not Prudence di- 
reed the Blow another way. 5 | 

3. I think you perfectly miſtake Barclays 
Senſe with reſpect to that Grace, divine 
Aid,, or Operation of the Spirit, which 
he ſuppoſes neceſſary to a regular, con- 
e State of Virtue and true Goodneſs. 
in order to obtain the Favour of God and 


eternal Salvation upon the Chriſtian Terms. 


You ſuppoſe this Grace, or divine Aſ- 
ſiſtance, to be ſuch as deſtroys the natural 
and moral Agency of Man, and renders 


him a Patient only, or a mere paſſive Re- 


cipient of the Actions and Operations of 
BUT did ever any one before underſtand 
Help, Aid, Aſſiſtance, &c. in any ſuch 
Senſe ? The very Notion and Idea of Aid 
or Aſſiſtance neceſſarily implies and ſup- 
2 Agency or active Power; for no 
body talks of aſſiſting a Stone, a Clock, 
or any other mere paſſive Recipient, that 
can do nothing it ſelf, as having no Agency 
or Power of adding. ⁊· 1 
INDEED you all along confound what 
Barclay ſays of the State of Man, as the 
immediate Confequence of the Fall, ante- 
cedent to ee ee with what he 
elſewhere aſſerts and maintains of the pre- 
ſent State of Mankind, under a Diſpenſa- 
tion of Grace and a State of moral Go- 


vernment, in order to future Rewards or 
| Pu- 
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Puniſhments ; and then you charge him 


with an Inconſiſtency which he was not 
guilty of, as if he had affirmed and deny'd 
the fame things of the ſame Perſons, at the 
{ame time, and under the ſame Circum- 
ſtances : but I take this Contradiction not 
to be in Barclay, but only in your way 
of underſtanding him. ah. 9 
AFTER you had made the Queſtion be- 
tween Barclay and you to be this, Whe- 
ther Man be an Agent or a Patient; whe- 
ther he be a Creature endued with active 
Power, or a mere paſſive Receipient only; 
there needed but little Pains to confute 
him with thoſe who allow of any human 
Agency, and conſequently of, any Religion 
or Morality at all : and therefore your Vin- 
dication of Human Nature againſt ſuch an 


Antagoniſt might well be very ſhort. But 


to let Pcople ſee that this cannot be the 
Queſtion betwixt Barclay and you, bur 
that you have greatly miſtaken or milre- 
preſented the Senſe of your Adverſary, I 
ſhall in the firſt place lay before the Rea- 
der Barclays own Judgment in his own 
Words, and ſhew that he has carried the 
moral Impotence of Man, in conſequence 
of the Fall, and the neceſſity of divine 
Grace in order to his Recovery, no far- 
ther than the Scripture it {elf does: and 
then I ſhall conſider the philoſophical 
Stare of the Cale, and ſhew, that Barc/ay's 
Judgment hereupon may be both right in 
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it ſelf, and agreeable to the Chriſtian Re- 
velation, for any thing that appears from 


the Nature and Reaſon of things to the 
contrary. And this being done, I ſhall put 
an end to the Trouble I am giving you, 
and ſubmit the whole to your farther Con- 
MR. Barclay delivers his Judgment and 
Senfe concerning the Fall and Recover 
of Man, in the 4th, 5th and 6th Propo- 
ſitions of his Apology, which I ſhall here 
tranſcribe : Fifth Edition in Eugliſh, p. ga. 
108, 109, 110. 3: its 
Prop. 4. ALL Adam's Poſterity, or 
Mankind both Fews and Genzz/es, as to 
the firſt Adam or carthly Man, are fal- 
len, degenerate, and dead; deprived of 
the Senſation or Feeling of this inward 
Teſtimony, or Seed of God; and is ſub- 
ject to the Power, Nature, and Seed of 
the Serpent, which he ſoweth in Mens 
Heart, while they abide in this natural 
and corrupted Eſtate : from whence it 
comes, that not only their, Words and 
Deeds, but all their Imaginations, are 
evil perpetually in the ſight of God, as 
proceeding from this depraved and wicked 
Seed. Man, therefore, as he is in this 
State, can know nothing aright; yea, his 
* Thouzhts and Conceptions concerning 
God, or things ſpiritual, until he be 
disjointed from the evil Seed, and united 
to the divine Light, are unprofitable both 
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© to himſelf and others. Hence are re- 
"jected the Socinian and Pelagian Errors, 


in exalting a natural Light; as alſo the 


=_ and moſt -of Proteſtants, who 
* affirm, That Man, without the true 


K «4 


Grace of God, may be a true Miniſter of 


the Goſpel. Nevertheleſs, this Seed is 
not imputed to Infants, until by Tran fg 


* grefſion they actually join themſelves 
_* therewith ; for they are by Nature the 


Children of Wrath, who walk accord- 
* ing to the Power of the Prince of the 
* Air, and the Spirit that now worketh 


in the Children of Diſobedience ; having 


their Converſation in the Luſts of the 
* Fleſh, fulfilling the Defires of the Flein 


and of the Mind.?“ 


IN confirmation of this Propoſition, the 


Scripture Texts which he quotes or refers 


to, are ſuch as theſe: In the Day thou 
eat thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die, Gen. ii. 
17. So he drove out the Man, and be 


placed at the Eaſt of the Garden of Eden 


Cherubims, aud a flaming Sword, which 
turned every way to keep the way of the 


Tree of Life, Gen. iii. 20. He ſaw that e- 


very Imagination of the Thoughts of his 


Heart was only evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. 


The Heart is deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked, Jerem. xvii. 9. Hor 
J know, that in me, that is, in my Fleſh, 


_ diwelleth no good thing; for to will is 


Pre- 


* 


| 5 
= 7re/ent with me, but I find no means to 
Perform that which is good, Rom vii. 18. 
= THE carnal Mind «is Enmity againſt 
= God; for it is not ſubjet? to the Law of 
God, neither indeed can be. So then they 
= that are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, 
3 Rom. viii. 7, 8. The natural Man recerveth 
= mor the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are Fooliſhneſs unto him; neither in- 
= deed can he know them, becauſe they are 
135 ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
Prop. 5. GOD, out of his infinite 
* Love, who delighteth not in the Death of 
a Sinner, but that all ſhould live and be 
* ſaved, hath ſo loved the World, that he 
* hath given his only Son a Light, that 
* whoſoever believeth in him ſhould be 
* ſaved, John iii. 16. Who enlighteneth 
every Man that cometh into the World, 
John i. 9. And maketh manifeſt all things 
27 © that are reprovable, Eph: v. 13. And 
2 © teacheth all Temperance, Righteouſneſs, 
and Godlineſs ; and this Light lighteneth 
the Hearts of all in order to Salvation. 
And this is it which reproves the Sin of 
ball Individuals, and would work out the 
Salvation of a/l, if not reſiſted : nor is it 

leſs univerſal than the Seed of Sin, be- 
ing the Purchaſe of his Death, who 

& * taſted Death for every Man: For as in 
Adam all die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall all 
* be made alive, 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
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Prop. 6. ACCORDING to which 
Principle or Hypotheſis, all the Objecti- 
ons againſt the Univerſality of Chriſt's i 
* Death, are eaſily ſolved; neither is it need- i 
ful ro recur to the Miniſtry of Angels, 
and thoſe other miraculous Means, which 
they ſay God uſeth to manifeſt the Doc- 
trine and Hiſtory of Chriſt's Paſſion un- 
to ſuch, who living in the Places of the 
World, where the outward Preaching of 
the Goſpel is unknown, have well im- 
prov'd the firſt and common Grace. For 
as hence it will follow, that ſome of the 
old Philoſophers might have been ſaved, 
ſo alſo may ſome, who by Providence 
are caſt into thoſe remote Parts of the 
World, where the Knowledge of the Hiſto- 
ry is wanting, be made Partakers of the 
divine Myſtery, if they receive, and re- 
ſiſi not that Grace; a Manzfeſtation KR 
whereof" 1s 2 to EE RT MAN 
ro profit withal, This molt certain Doc- 7 
trine being then received, that there is 
an evangelical and ſaving Light and Grace 
in all, the Univerſality of the Love and 
Mercy of God towards Mankind, both 
in the Death of his beloved Son, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in the Manifeſta- 
tion of the Light in the Heart, is eſta- 
bliſhed and conftirm'd, againſt all the Ob- 
jections of ſuch as deny it: Therefore 
_ Chriſt hath taſted Death for every Man ; 
99 not 


49) 
not only for all kinds of Men, as ſome 
vainly talk, but for every Man, of all 
kinds. The Benefit of whoſe Offering is 
not only extended to ſuch, who have 
their diſtint outward Knowledge of his 
Death and Sufferings, as the fame is de- 
clared in the Scripture ; but even unto 
thoſe who are neceſſarily excluded from 
the Benefit of this Knowledge, by ſome 
inevitable Accident : which Knowledge 
we willingly confels to be yery profita- 
ble and comfortable, but not abſolutely 
needful unto ſuch from whom God him- 
ſelf hath with-held it; yet they may be 
made Partakers of the Myſtery of his 
Death, tho ignorant of the Hiſtory : /F 
they ſuffer his Seed and Light enl:ghtning 
their Hearts to take place, ſo as of 
wicked Men to become holy, and Lovers 
of the Power by whoſe inward and fe- 
cret Touches they feel themſelves turned 
from Evil to Good, and learn 70 do 7o 
others as they would be done by; in 
which Chriſt himſelf affirms all to be in- 
cluded. As they have then falſly and er- 
roneouſly taught, who have denied Chriſt 
to have died for all Men ; fo neither 
© have they ſufficiently taught the Truth, 
who affirming him to have died for all, 
haye added the abſolute neceſſity of the 
outward Knowledge thereof, in order to 
obtain its ſaving Effect. Among whom 

| 8 * me 


Coy 
the Remonſtrants of Hollaud have been 
« chiefly wanting, and many other Aſſer- 
tors of *Onzverſal Redemption; in that 
* they have not placed the extent of his 


Salvation in that divine and evangelical 


Principle of Light and Life, wherewith 
* Chriſt hath enlightned every Man that 
* cometh into the World ; which is ex- 


« cellently and evidently held forth in theſe | 
* Scriptures, Cen. vi. 3. Deut. xxx. 14. 


© Foltti.7, 8, 9, 16. Rom. x. 8. Tit. ii. 11. 

Theſe Propoſitions containing Barclays 
full and complete Senſe, concerning the 
Method and Diſpenſation of God's Provi- 
dence and Grace, in the Fall and Recovery 
of Man, I thought I could not do the 
Reader juſtice without lay ing it before him 
in the Author's own Words, that every 
one may perceive and judge for himlelf, 
whether this be the true Scripture Account 
of the matter or not, and whether you 
have ſufficiently grounded and ſupported 
your Charge againſt him, as having here- 
by ſubverted and deſtroy'd the natural 
Agency, and moral Probationary Conduct 


of Man. But to aſſiſt the Reader's Judg- 


ment, which may be otherwiſe prejudiced 
and prepoſſeſs d, I ſhall here take the li- 
berty to make a few obvious Remarks, in 
order to clear up what I take to be the 
Senſe and Meaning of the Author: and if 
I ſhould happen to miſtake him, I ſhall wil- 


lingly 
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621) 
lingly ſtand corrected, as ſoon as any one 
will give himſelf the trouble to inform me 
Nie gs Tu 
1. THEN *tis here ſuppoſed, agreeable 
to Scripture, and as a plain matter of fact, 
that Mankind with reſpect to their moral 
State, are divided into two grand Parties, 
as the Subjects of two different and oppo- 
ſite Kingdoms, under two oppoſite Heads 
or Leaders, governing and directing them- 
ſelves by contrary and incompatible Prin- 
ciples, Laws, and Rules of Conduct. The 
firſt of theſe, who make up the Bulk and 
Groſs of Mankind, are ſuch as making a 
private Self-. Intereſt in the Gratification of 
their Ambition, Avarice, and Senſuality, 
their ultimate End and Happineſs, bend all 
their Endeavours, and employ all their 
Care and Diligence to obtain it, how con- 
trary ſoever it may be to the Principles of 
Benevolence, ſocial Virtue, and publick 
Good. 5 | 
NOW the whole of this Character may 
properly enough be comprehended in the 
word Selſſiſhue ſe, becauſe it denotes a Man 
who aims at, and purſues only, ſome ſup- 
poſed private Good, or Self Intereſt, with- 
out regard to the Good of Society, or the 

— Intereſt and Happineſs of Man- 

„ 

THE other Party, or Diviſion of Man- 
Kind, conſiſt of thoſe few, who judging and 

acting 


(22) 
acting right in point of moral Conduct, 
aim at no Happineſs but what is Social; 
but conſidering themſelves as Members of 
Society, and their own Happineſs only as 
a Part of the Whole, and inſeparable from 
the common Good, accordingly govern 
and direct themſelves in the whole Courſe 
of their Actions, upon the great Principle 
or ſocial Law of Benevolence. Thele two 
oppoſite Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
as the prevailing governing Principles of 
Mens Actions on the one ſide or the other, 
are in Scripture called the old and the new 
Man, the carnal and the ſpiritual Mind, 


and the good and the evil Seed ; as one is 


ſuppoſed to be fown and cultivated in the 


Heart by the Devil, the common Enemy, 


and the other by Chriſt as the common 
Friend of Mankind. And thus one Party 
are conſidered and repreſented as fallen in 
Adam, in a State of Vaſſalage. Darknels, 
and Enmity to God and Goodneſs, under 
the Power and Dominion of Sin and Satan; 
the other as recovered into a State, of Li- 
berty, Light and Love, under the Govern- 
ment of Chriſt, and the Influences of his 
Spirit and Grace. This is plainly the 
Scripture Language, and the Doctrine of 
the New Teſtament : and tho 'tis true that 


ſome of theſe Terms are metaphorical, and 


therefore nor to be too rigidly underſtood 


in the bare literal Senſe ; yer ſince the 


Ground 
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Ground of the Metaphors are plain and 
obvious enough, I think to carp at the 
Terms, or to raile needleſs Difficulties about 
them, is to be too nicely and ſqueamiſhly 
. philoſophical  _ | 
2. IIS plain that Barclay here ſuppoſes, 
that the good and evil Seed, as he calls ir, z.e. 
the Motives and Inducements that incline 
and diſpoſe Men to Se/f/pne/s on the one 
hand, or to Benevolence on the other, do 
not act neceſlarily, or produce their Ef- 
fects by any irreſiſtible Agency upon the 
Mind; but leave Men entirely to their 
Liberty and natural Power of chuſing and 
refuſing, whether they will reſiſt or not 
reſiſt, comply with or reject either the one 
or the other. And 'tis according to the 
uſe they make of this Liberty, as they re- 
{iſt or comply with cither the Motives and 
Inducements to Good or Evil, that the 
are denominated morally good or bad Men, 
and are either entitled to any Reward, or 
made liable to Puniſhment in conſequence 
of their Actions. And this is what Barclay 
ſo often mentions, and is ſo careful ever 
where to remind his Readers of, that 1 
think a Man cannot underſtand him other- 
” wile without great Prejudice, or a ſtrong 
Inclination to miſtake him. Tis true, 
Barclay often ſays, that Man, conſider'd 
as fallen in Adam, in his corrupt degene- 
rate State, or as acting from the evil cor- 


rupt 


rupt Seed, cannot do good at all; but all 
his Actions proceeding from this Principle, 
muſt be neceſſarily evil: which is no more 
than ſaying, that an evil Tree cannot bring 
forth good Fruit; that the carnal Mind 
zs Enmity to God, and cannot be ſubect 
to the Low of God; and that ach 
are inthe Fleſh cannot poſſibly pleaſe God : 
or, which is the ſame thing, that Men can- 
not act right upon wrong Principles and 
Motives; and that good Actions cannot 
proceed from the evil corrupt Principle and 
Intention of Se/fiſhneſs. And in this I 
| hope you are of Barclays mind; or at 
leaſt if you ſhall ſtill think that he has not 


expreſs'd himſelf exactly and philoſophically 


enough, you muſt own that he has err'd in 
„V 
3. TIS here ſuppoſed and maintain'd, 
that ſuch is the natural Blindneſs, Prejudice, 
and Carnality of Mankind, under their pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, or fince the Fall, that 
they cannot be recovered out of this State 
of Jelfiſhneſs without the Grace of God; 
which in conſequence of the common Re- 


demption by Jeſus Chriſt, is vouchſafed to 
all, in a Degree ſufficient to enſighten and 


convince them in order to Repentance, 
and to ſtrengthen and confirm them in a 
State of Virtue, Benevolence, or true Good- 
neſs, provided they make a right uſe of 5 
an 
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and improve it as they ought, by com- 
plying with, or not reſiſting it. 

HERE then the Author, by maintaining 
the Non- neceſſity of ſinning, and the Re- 
ſiſtibility of Grace, has ſecured the Liberty 
of human Actions; and aſſerted both Free- 
Will, and Grace, in ſuch a manner as to 
render them perfectly conſiſtent with, and 
reconcilable to each other. And hereby 
he has cleared himſelf from the Difficulties 
preſſed upon the Calviniſts and Antinomians 
on the one hand, and Pelagians and So- 
cinians on the other; and I had never met 


with any one Man of tolerable Reading 


and good Senſe, till your two Letters came 
out, who had not formed this Judgment of 
Barclay in the Point before us. 

Your two Propoſitions, therefore, in 


which you pretend to ſum up Barclays 
Senſe with reſpect to the preſent State and 
Condition of Mankind, are ſo far from ex- 
preſſing or repreſenting the true Meaning 


„ 
125 IS 
* 1 


pHof the Author, that they are a plain Con- 
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4. tradition to his whole Book. Your two 
2 Propoſitions, in which you would be 
thought to ſum up the Senſe of the Au- 
7 thor concerning the preſent State of Man- 
= Kind, are theſe: 


* 1. M AN conſider d as Man, or that a 


# © compound Creature conſiſting of Under- 
= © ſtanding, of Appetite, Aﬀettion, 8. 
3*© which ſprang from Adam as his original 


D oj Parent, 


„) 

Parent, has no Power or Ability at any 
time to think, ſpeak, or act that which 
© 28 good. | 5 1 
2. MAN con ſider d as Man, or that 

* Creature compounded and derived as 
* aforeſaid, is neceſſarily determined at 
all times, either by his own natural 
* Compoſitzon, or by the Azency of the 
* Serpent, to think, ſpeak, and act that 
+« which is evil.“ 3 ar ng 
NO ſo far is this from expreſſing the 
Senſe of Barclay concerning the preſent 

State of Mankind, that he all along moſt 
expreſsly and clearly aſſerts and maintains 
the quite contrary; namely, that Mankind, 
in their preſent State, as they are all re. 
deem'd by Jeſus Chriſt, and under a Law 
of Grace, have all the Power, Ability, or 
Liberty of either chuſing or refuſing, com- 
plying or reſiſting, with reſpect both to the 
good and the evil Principle. And tis upon 
this foot that under the fifth and ſixth 


A 


Propoſitions, he enters upon a large and 


ſtrenuous Defence of human Liberty, or 
the Moral Government of Man, in order to 
the Juſtice and Equity of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, againſt thoſe who had ſub- 
verted and deſtroy'd all the Grounds and 


. 

1 

LIED 
4 


Reaſons of this Doctrine, by ſuppoſing and *f 


maintaining the abſolute Decrees, the Ne- 


Grace. 


IT 


ceſſity of Sin, and the Irreſiſtibility of 


” Lys * 
„ 


II might, for oughtT know, be Baz clay s 
Opinion, that the State of Mankind, con- 
= ederd merely as fallen in Adam, without 

the Death of Chriſt, or the recovering 

Grace of God thro' him, would have been 
the fame as repreſented in your Propoſi- 
tions; that is, Men would have been ab- 
qolutely ſubjected ro the Power of the 

Devil, and their own Luſts, under an in- 

curable Ignorance, Blindneſs and Selfiſh- 

= nels. Jn which caſe Man would not have 
been a moral Agent, or accountable for his 

Actions; and in conſequence of this, Man 

would have periſh'd with the Beaſts, or 

have remain'd for ever under the Power 


Opinion, becauſe I take it to be the true 
Scripture Account of the matter. 
50 T however this be in fact, I think 
th 1 there is nothing in it contrary to the Rea- 
1d ſon of things, or to the Conſtitution of 
Human Nature. Tis eaſy to ſuppoſe Man- 
kind to be in ſuch a State of moral Im- 
2 potence and Inſufficiency, by reaſon of 
b- the Weaknels of their Underſtandings. or 
nde! the Strength of their Paſſions, as to ren- 
nd der an extraordinary Aſſiſtance neceſſar 
in order to remove their Ignorance, enable 
them to ſubdue their Paſſions, and qualify 
them for a right moral Conduct; and this 
1 | D2 without 


e 
without deſtroying their natural Agency. 
Beaſts, Ideots, and Madmen are Agent; 
for I ſuppoſe you will not ſay they are 
bare Machines, or mere paſlive Recipients, 
without any active Power at all: but yet 
they are not oral Agents, or accountable 
for their Actions. If an Ideot or Madman 
kills his Friend, ſets Fire to a Town, and 
deſtroys the Inhabitants, or commits any 
other Act of Violence, which under a right 
Ule of Reaſon would be capital, the Man 
certainly act; the thing done is done by 
Him, and by no body elle ; but yet he is not 
deem'd a moral Agent, becauſe the Weak- 
neſs of his Underſtanding, or the Strength 
of his Paſſions, are ſuppoſed to be neceſſary 
and invincible. The People call'd Hotten- 
tots, who inhabit a conſiderable Part of 
Africa, about the Cape of Good-Hope, are 
Men, and have every thing eſſential to 
Human Nature as ſuch; and yet with 
reſpect to their Capacity and Sphere of 
Action, they are very little, if at all, ſu- 
perior to the Brutes : they have no Religi- 
on, Laws or Government ; no Profeſſions, 
Arts or Sciences; no different Orders, 
Ranks or Degrees; no Hiſtory, Chrono- 
logy, or Uſe of Letters, and ſcarce any arti- 
culate Language; but live and herd toge- 
ther like the Beaſts, from which they ſeem 
to differ but little more than in Shape. 
Now that all Mankind are not Hottentot,s 
at 
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at this Day, or that the whole World is 
not one great Bedlam, a vaſt Hoſpital of 
incurable Ideots, or a Foreſt of wild Beaſts, 
is not owing to bare natural Reaſon, In- 
telligence, active Power, or any thing eſ- 
ſential ro Human Nature; but to the mere 
good Pleaſure of God, and the free Diſ- 
penſation of his Providence and Grace to- 
wards them. If therefore one ſhould ask 
you, why you are not both with reſpect 
to your Intellectuals and Morals, as naked 
and unfurniſh'd a Creature as an Hottentot, 

I ſuppoſe you would not ſay, becauſe you 
are a Man, and endued with Human Na- 
ture; for ſo are the Hottentors as well 
as you: but becauſe God has favour'd 
you with a clearer Light, and given you 
the neceſſary, pre-requiſite Opportunities 
and Advantages for a higher Sphere of 
Aftion. And to make ſhort under this 
head, I am very ſure you cannot prove 
from any Principle of Reaſon, or Human 
Nature, that Mankind might not have 
been all Hottentots, or ſomething ſtill more 
helpleſs and miſerable, had they not been 
redeem'd by Jeſus Chriſt, or had not God 


for his ſake plac'd them under a Diſpen- 


ſation of Grace, 
_ SINCE, therefore, Man's Capacity of 
_ attaining to Righteouſneſs and Immortality, 
is not the natural neceſſary Reſult of the 
human Conſtitution ; and ſince the Chriſtian 
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all our real Wants and Neceſſities ; 


630) 


Revelation plainly declares that all Man- 


kind loſt this Capacity in Adam, and were 


again reſtored to it by Jeſus Chriſt, I 
think it is in all reſpects beſt, the wiſeſt 
and the ſafeſt way, nay, moſt agreeable 
to the Nature and Reaſon of things, to 
own the Defects of our natural Knowledge, 
where unaſſiſted Reaſon cannot help us, 
and to be guided by Revelation herein. 
Tis plainly one great and principal Deſign 
of the Chriſtian Revelation, to excite and 
encourage us to conſtant Prayer, and a 
religious Truſt in and Dependence upon 
God, as the Author and Giver of every 
good and perfect Gift, for the Supi of 
ut ef- 
pecially for the Righteouſneſs or State of 
real internal Virtue, which muſt entitle us 


to Immortality, as a Reward from God. 


This is, I think, -evidently the Doctrine 
of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, or the Religion 


taught in the New Teſtament; and with- 


out ſuch Exerciſe of Faith and Prayer in a 


conſtant, uniform Dependence upon God, 


we can have no ground at all, upon Chri- 
ſtian Principles, to expect the divine Fa- 
vour, or any Reward from God. 

BUT your Notion concerning the Na- 


ture and Extent of Chriſt's Redemption, 


and the Neceſſity of divine Grace, as 
founded thereon, in order to Righteouſ- 
neſs and Immortality, is I think a little 
"MAR extra- 


> 31 ) 9 
extraordinary for a Chriſtian; and there- 
fore I ſhall here give it the Reader in your 
own Words. Second Letter to a Friend, 
P. 4. 5. The Queſtion betwixt me and 
Mr. Barclay is not, whether God does 
ſometimes kindly interpoſe, and by a ſu- 
pernatural Operation bring to Mens View 
ſuch uſeful Truths, as they thro' Sloth, 

Bigotry, or ſome other Impediment, are 

ignorant of, or do not attend to; or 

whether by thoſe Operations he preſents 
ſuch Motives to Mens Minds as are ne- 
ceſſary to excite to good Actions, ſtill 
leaving them perfectly at liberty as mo- 
ral Agents, whether they will hearken to 
and follow, or whether they will reject 
thoſe wholeſom Counſels, as he by ſuch 
ſupernatural Operations, or by the writ- 

ten Word, is pleaſed to lay before them. 

* Again, | os IE 

The Queſtion is not whether ſuch ſu- 
pernatural Operations as aforeſaid, are 
or may be neceſſary or expedient to ſome 
Mens Salvation. I ſay neceſſary to [lome 
Mens] Salvation: and I think the Words 
of Chriſt, as well as the Nature of the 
thing, will juſtify me herein.: The whole, 
faith our Lord, have no need of a Phy- 
ſician, but they that are ſick. I came 
not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
Repentance, as in Mark ii. 17. Chriſt 
here diſtinguiſhes between rightcous Men 

1 8 F 
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. 12 ES 
and Sinners; that is, betwixt thoſe who 
make a right uſe of their Agency, to 
ſerve the Purpoſes of Virtue and true 
* Goodneſs, and thoſe who abuſe their 
Agency to ſerve the Purpoſes of Vice 
and Wickedneſs: And as he declares him- 

 * ſelf a Phyſician only to the latter, ſo all 
his Operations, whether internal or ex- 
* ternal, are directed to this End, vi. to 
prevail upon Men to repent and mend 
their Lives. 
THAT Barclay does not ſuppoſe ei- 
ther the Grace of God, or natural Corrup- 
tion, to have any neceſſary phyſical Effect 
upon the Mind, but that Men are always 
left free, whether they will comply with 

or reject either the good or the evil Princi- 
ple, has been prov'd already; and therefore 
concerning this Point, you can have no 
Controverſy at all with Mr. Barclay. unleſs 
you reſolve to make him your Adverſary 
whether he will or no. 5 
BUT what you here farther ſuppoſe, 
that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent as a Saviour and 
Phyſician only to ſome, perhaps here and 
there one, ſuch mortally ſick, or deſperate- 
ly obſtinate Sinners as could not, or rather 
wonld not ſave and recover themſelves by 
a right uſe of their Agency, and therefore 
needed the Grace of God to aſſiſt them 
in it; this, I ſay, is ſomewhat new, and 
ſeems 
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o 
ſeems to ſound a little odd upon the 
?TIS by way of Scorn and Reproach, 
and with an Air of Ridicule, that Chriſt 
tells the proud Self. juſtifying Phariſees, 
that he had no Buſineſs or Concern with 
ſuch as they; who being wiſe and righ- 
teous enough in their own Conceit, could 
[not be convinced that they needed any 
| thing farther. And this was only telling 
them, thar if they were really fo righte- 
ous as they imagin'd, they might then in- 
deed do well enough without him, ſince 
he came to call not the Righteous but 
Pinners to Repentance : But then in the 
Scripture Account, all Men are Sinners, un- 
Ner the Dominion of Satan, and equally 
Wuncapable of obtaining Righteouſneſs and 
Immortality, but by the recovering aſſiſt- 
Ing Grace of God, as vouchſafed and dif- 
Penſed to Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt. And 
It might ba eaſily evinc'd from the Prin- 
Wiples of Reaſon and Philoſophy, how or 
ter what manner a certain Irregularity or 
Piſtemperature of the animal Conſtitution, 
Wnight come to be the natural Principle of 
Farnality and Death, as ſeminally impreſs'd 
pon Mankind from their common Pa- 
Pents, ſo as to require an extraordinary 
Conduct of Providence, or Diſpenſation of 
vine Grace, in order to recover or de- 
ier them out of it. But ſuch an Enquiry 
__ me E | here. 


F 
here, would ſwell this Letter beyond its 
intended Bulk ; and therefore, I ſhall re- 
ſerve it for ſome other occaſioͤn. 
BUT ſince you have admitted the Ne. 
ceſſity and Expediency of ſuch Grace to 
| ſome Men, in ſome Caſes , perhaps it may 
be equally fo to 4 Men, at all Timer, and 
in all Caſes ; at leaſt you will be hardly 
able to prove the contrary, However, it 
muſt be allow'd, that you have turn'd off 
Barclay and the Quakers without much 
ado, or with as little Trouble as poſſible; 
for to anſwer a Book of near ſix hundred 
Pages, without quoting one word of it, but 
going upon truſt with the Reader for the 
whole Senſe of the Author, is a-new and 
{ſhort way of anſwering, by which any Man 
may at any time anſwer any thing in the 
World that he does not like. 
” UPON the whole, it ſeems evident to 
me, that natural Agency does not necel- 
farily ſuppoſe or imply moral Agency, or 
a State of moral Government; and that 
the Neceſſity of aſſiſting Grace, as the 
Means of obtaining Righteouſneſs and Im- 
mortality, is not at all inconſiſtent with 
the Liberty of human Actions: and there. 
fore, if this Principle ſhould be found to 
contain nothing in it repugnant to the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of things, I hope you 
may come to admit of it on the ſcore ol 
Revelation. 10 om 
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* 8 
52 yo 
re. BUT if, after all, you ſhould think this 
either not to be a Chriſtian Doctrine, or 
le- not to be agreeable to the Reaſon and Fit- 
to FF neſs of things, I ſhould be glad to hear 
from you farther upon this Subject: For 
tho I muſt profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian, and 
that I take the Neceſſity of Grace as a 
Principle plainly reveal'd, and not at all 
contrary to the Nature of things ; yet I 
am not fo far prejudic'd in favour of any 
Religion, as to be unwilling to have all 
its Principles brought to the Teſt of Reaſon 
and Argument. It muſt be impoſſible to 
clear up the Truth, or to ſettle Mens Judg- 
ments upon a right Foundation, where this 
Liberty is deny d, and where Men are put 
under the Influence of worldly Hopes and 
Fears, to corrupt and bribe their Under. 


trol ſtandings with Selfiſhneſs and carnal Inte- 
cel-M reſt, and to keep them quiet in the Profeſ- 
, OC! ſion or Belief of certain Doctrines which 
that they have never examin'd, and which per- 


haps they dare not inquire into. This is 
the way doubtleſs to make true Church- 
men and ſound Believers ; but it can ne- 


ere: ver make Men of Impartiality and good 

1 toll Senſe : for that Religion ſurely may well 

Na be ſuſpected, which cannot bear the ſtrifteſt 
Search; and the Profeſſors of which, jea- 


lous of their Evidence, are continually ap- 
pealing to a foreign Juriſdliction, and cry- 
ing out to the Civil Magiſtrate for Help, 

. 8 to 


* ; [ 7 
* , 8 


to enable them to ſupport by Force What 
cannot be ſupported by Reaſon. I am ſa- 
tisfy'd that no Point of true Religion can 
need ſuch a Method as this, and that no- 
thing but Obſtinacy in a bad Cauſe can 
make a Man deſire it: and therefore I 
ſhall readily quit any Principle, how facred 
ſoever it may be thought, if Reaſon alone 
cannot ſupport it; and if you can make it 
appear to be contrary to F natural Rela- 
tion, or moral Fitneſs of things. 
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